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Amendments to the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A button assembly comprising: 

a first cantilevered beam (30) having a first end and a second end, the first 
end being flexibly attached to a housing of an electronic ixtpni device through a first 
fijlcrxmx (28) at the first end so as to provide a first selected soring constant : 
a second cantilevered beam (36) having 

an exposed button portion (37)- , th o scoond oantilevered beam 
hoing fl o ifihly attoohcd to tho farct cantiloverod boom throug^ h : and 

a second fiilcrum (32) supporting the second cantilevered beam &om the 
second end of the first cantilevered beam so as to provide a second spring constant 

2. (previously presented) The button assiembly of claim 1 wherein the first 
fiilcnmi comprises a first flexible hinge and the second fulcrum comprises a second 
flexible hinge flexibly attaching the second cantilevered beam to the second end of the 
first cantilevered beam. 

3. (previously presented) A button assembly comprising: 

a first cantilevered beam (30) having a first end and a second end, the first 
end being movably coupled to an electronic input device through a first fijlcrum (28) at 
the first end; 

a second cantilevered beam (36) having 

an exposed button portion (37), the second cantilevered beam 
being movably coupled to the first cantilevered beam through 
a second fiilcrum (32); and 

a plimger (20 ' ) attached to the second cantilevered beam and extending 
from the second cantilevered beam through the first cantilevered beam between the first 
end and the second end of the first cantilevered beam. 
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4. (original) The button assembly of claim 3 wherein the button assembly is 
molded from plastic as a single piece. 

5. (original) A computer pointing input device comprising: 

a housing; 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand; 

a distal portion of the housing extending generally away from the palm 

portion; and 

a switch button having a palm end and a distal end, the switch button 
being configured to actuate an electronic switch within the computer pointing input 
device upon application of sufficient force to the switch button by the user, the switch 
button being movably coupled to the housing so as to move about a fulcrum, the fulcrum 
being nearer to the distal end than to the palm end of the switch button. 

6. (original) The computer pointing input device of claim 5 wherein a first force 
is required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the electronic switch at the distal 
end and a second force is required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the 
electronic switch at the palm end, the first force being greater than the second force. 

7. (currently amended) Tho computor - pointing mpu^dovioo of oloim 6 A 
computer pointing input device comprising: 

a housing; 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand: 

a distal nortion of the housing extending generally awav firam the palm 

portion: and 

a switch button having a palm end and a distal end, the switch 
button being configured to actuate an electronic switch within the computer pointing 
input device upon application of sufficient force to the switch button by the user, the 
switch button being movably coupled to the housing so as to move about a fulcrum, the 
fulcrum being nearer to the distal end than to the palm end of the switch button, wherein 
a first force is required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the electronic switch 
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at the distal end and a second force is required to be applied to the switch button to 
actuate the electronic switch at the palm end, the first force being ^ ator than tbo oooond 
I broo the -fi rflt force is -at least two times greater than the second force and a distance from 
the palm end of the switch button to the distal end of the switch button is at least 3 cm. 

8. (original) The computer pointing input device of claim 7 wherein the first 
force is about 1 Newton and the second force is about 0.5 Newtons. 

9. (previously presented) The computer pointing input device of claim 5 further 
comprising: 

a spring beam having a first end and a second end, the spring beam being 
coupled to the switch button through the fiilcrum at the first end and being coupled to the 
housing at the second end through 

a second fiilcrum. 

10. (original) The computer pointing device of claim 9 wherein a first force is 
required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the electronic switch at the distal 
end and a second force is required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the 
electronic switch at the palm end, the first force being greater than the second force. 

11. (currently amended) Tbo-e^af^ute r pointing doiico of olaH H-9 A conrputer 
pointing input device comprising: 

a housing: 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand: 

a distal portion of the housing extending generally away fiiom the palm 

portion: and 

a switch button having a pahn end and a distal end, the switch button 
being configured to actuate an electronic switch within the computer pointinjz input 
device upon apolicatiop of sufficient force to the switch button by the user, the switch 
button being movably coupled to the housing so as to move about a fiilcrum, the fiilcrum 
being nearer to the distal end than to the pahn end of the switch button: 
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a spring beam having a first end and a second encL the spring be am being 
coupled to the switch button through the fulcrum at the first end and being coupled to the 
housing at the second end tiirough 

a second fulcrum, wherein the first force is at least two times greater than 
the second force and a distance fix>m the palm end of the switch button to the distal end of 
the switch button is at least 3 cm. 

12. (original) The computer pointing input device of claim 1 1 wherein the furst 
force is about 1.2 Newtons and the second force is about 0,6 Newtons. 

13. (currently amended) ^ ho c omp ut eg ^eiat Hig do\noo of cloim -^ AconjEutg 
pointing input device comprising: 

a housing: 

a pahn portion of the housing configured to receive a user*s hand: 

a distal portion of the housing extending generally awav fix>m the palm 

portion: and 

a switch button having a palm end and a distal end, the switch button 
being configured to actuate an electronic switch within the computer pointing input 
device upon application of sufficient force to the switch button by the user> the switch 
button being movablv coupled to the housing so as to move about a fiilcrum. the fulcrum 
being nearer to the distal end than to the palm end of the switch button: 

a sprmg beam having a first end and a second end^ the spring beam being 
cou pled to the switch button through the fulcrum at the first end and being coupled to the 
housmg at the second end throudi 

a second fulcrum, wherein a first force is required to be applied to the 
switch button to actuate the electronic switch at the distal end and a second force is 
required to be applied to the switch button to actuate the electronic switch at the palm 
end, a difference between the first force and the second force being equal to or less than 
0.15 Newtons, wherein a distance firom the distal end of the switch button and the palm 
end of the switch button is at least 3 cm. 
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14. (previously presented) The computer pointing device of claim 13 wherein the 
first force is between about 0.5-0.7 Newtons and the second force is between about 0.5- 
0.7 Newtons. 

15. (currently amended) A computer pointing input device comprising: 

a housing; 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand; 
a spring beam havLnp a first end and a second end: flexibly attached to fe e 
housing through 

a first fulcrum flexibly attaching the first end of the spring beam to the 
housing so as to provide a first selected spring constant: 

a switch button having a palm end and a fmger end, the switch button 
being fiexibly coupled to the second end of the spring beam through 

a second fidcrum, the second fialcmm being nearer to the finger end of the 
switch button than to the palm end of the switch button so as to provide a second selected 
spring constant : 

a plunger ee^ led to extending fi"om the switch button and e xt e aiding 

toward 

an electronic switch, the plunger being configured to actuate the electronic 
switch upon application of a sufficient force to the switch button by the user. 

1 6. (previously presented) A computer pointing input device comprising: 

a housing; 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand; 
a spring beam flexibly coupled to the housing through 
a first fulcrum; 

a switch button having a palm end and a finger end, the switch button 
being flexibly coupled to the spring beam through 

a second fiilcrum, the second fulcrum being nearer to the finger end of the 
swhch button than to the pahn end of the switch button; 
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a plunger coupled to the switch button and extending toward 
an electronic switch, the plunger being configured to actuate the electronic 
switch upon application of a sufficient force to the switch button by the user, wherein the 
plunger extends through the spring beam between the first fiilcnim and the second 
fulcnim. 

17. (currently amended) Th n rnmpiitflrpa mrittg-deyi oo of ol o im t j- AcomDuter 
pointing i n put device comprising: 

a housing: 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand; 
a spring beam flexibly attached to the housing through 
a first fiJcrum; 

a switch button having aoahn end and a fingCT end, the switch button 
being flexibly coupled to the spring beam through 

a second fiilcnmi, the second fiilcrum being nearer to the finger end of the 
switch button than to the palm end of the switch button: 

a plunger coupled to the switch button and extending toward 

an electronic switch, the plunger being configured to actuate the electronic 
switch upon appHcation of a sufficient force to the switch button by the user wherein a 
distance between the finger end of the switch button and the palm end of the switch 
button is about 3 cm and the sufficient force varies from a first force at the finger end of 
the switch button to a second force at the palm end of the switch button, the first force 
being greater than the second force by a factor of about two. 

1 8. (original) The computer pointing device of claim 17 wherein the first force is 
less than about 1.2 Newtons and the second force is less than about 0.6 Newtons. 

19. (original) The computer pointing device of claim 15 wherein the computer 
pointing device is a computer mouse. 

20. (currently amended) A computer pointing input device comprising: 
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a housing; 

a palm portion of the housing configured to receive a user's hand; 
a spring beam having a first end and a second end; floHibly ooupl ed4e^ 
housing thr ou gh 

a first fulcrum flexibly coupling the first end of the spring b eam to the 
housing so as to provide a fibrst selected sp ring constant: 

a switch button having a palm end and a finger end, the switch button 
being flexibly coupled to the second end of the spring beam through 

a second fiilcrum, the second fiilcrum being nearer to the finger end of the 
switch button than to the pakn end of the switch button so as to provide a seco nd selected 
spring constant : 

a plunger e0Upl®d4e extending fix)m the switch button andeK te^fetg 

toward 

an electronic switch, the plunger being configured to actuate the electronic 
switch upon application of a sufficient force to the switch button by the use r, whoroin th e 
spring beoiH - hfls a first end and o oooond end, th ^g- first fulcrum fl o xibly ee upling tho 
spring beam to tho housing trt - the first ei«i of the a pring b®om ond tho oo eead-faiefum 
flexibly ooupling tho opring beam to the switch button at tho oooond end of the opring 

21. (previously pr^ented) The computerpointing input device of claim 5 
wherein the fiilcrum flexibly attaches the switch button to the housing. 
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